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High Tunnel Raises theHigh Tunnel Raises the
Roof Down on the FarmRoof Down on the Farm
18 month project complete this month!18 month project complete this month!

Now It’s here! And it’s tall, 14 feet high to be
exact– and the local tomatoes have never been
so cozy and warm. Over a year in the works, the
installation of our high tunnel was completed this
month, just in time for the Spring 2020 growing
season. You can view a high tunnel tour hereYou can view a high tunnel tour here

The tunnel shelters five new raised beds on
previously unused land to provide protection
from the elements to the lucky crops within. The
new beds extend the Farm’s growing season by
two months, enabling an increase in production
up to 20% overall, including a 50% increased
yield of tomatoes.

These production increases are fortuitous, given
the current economic crisis caused by the
COVID-19 pandemic. In just one month, from
March to April 2020, the demand for food
assistance at the Needham Community Council
Food Pantry has already increased by 20%.
Thanks to the high tunnel, the Farm is ready to
meet this increase in demand.

Approximately 50% of the Farm’s total produce
goes to lower-income, food-insecure neighbors,
either through the Food Pantry or direct delivery
to Needham Housing Authority locations.

Planting is still in progress, but under the tunnel
alongside the luscious tomatoes you are likely to
see ever-popular peppers, cucumbers and sweet
potatoes this summer - with hearty greens like
kale and spinach over the winter.

Grants provided by Dedham Savings, Rotary
Club of Needham and the Foundation for
Metrowest enabled the farm to acquire the
necessary materials and secure the human
resources to complete the installation. A big
thank you also goes to the many volunteers from
the Rotary Club who spent several weekend
hours last summer and fall supporting the

Farm Manager Update Farm Manager Update 

Spring is always a busy time on the farm, and

https://www.needhamfarm.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sm_uH6Xagx4
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xbzv5sv2XqA
https://needham.wickedlocal.com/news/20200513/needham-community-farm-spring-tips-for-home-growing


installation efforts.

“We are so pleased to support Needham
Community Farm and their addition of a new
high tunnel, which will help lengthen the growing
season and provide increased space to grow
more produce for neighbors in need,” said
Caroline Murphy, Director of Programs at the
Foundation for MetroWest. “Increasing the
capacity of our local nonprofits like Needham
Community Farm is critical to enhancing their
work and the quality of life in our region.”
Caroline Murphy, Director of Programs, Foundation forCaroline Murphy, Director of Programs, Foundation for
Metrowest.Metrowest.

even more so this year. The unprecedented
happenings around us mean I’m spending lots of
time making and changing plans, talking with
partners, and creating clear safety protocols. But
farming doesn’t slow down just because I have
other things to do. Assistant Manager Liz and I
have been busy putting as many seeds and
plants in the ground as we can: onions, leeks,
cabbage, fennel, kale, lettuce, radishes, turnips
and more! And I’ve been working so hard to get
our high tunnel construction finished so we can
take full advantage of season extension this
year. In many ways, it’s weird how “normal”
working on the farm feels compared to everything
else in my life. I’m so grateful to our many
supporters who enable the farm to keep growing.
I’m so proud to be able to grow food for our
community. And I’m so tired from all this hard
work! Happy spring!

Theresa Strachila, NCF Farm ManagerTheresa Strachila, NCF Farm Manager

Thanks to all of you who made a donation last week in the spirit of #GivingTuesday. If you want to
make a donation you can send a check to the Needham Community Farm PO Box 920877, Needham
MA 02492 or make an online donation heremake an online donation here
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